Notification 2007/032 – Use of IUCN checklist in making non-detriment findings
In response to your request in the above notification, please see the response from the UK Management Authority.
a)  Is the IUCN checklist used or referred to during the process of making a non-detriment finding in your country?

The IUCN checklist is not routinely used in making NDF’s.
b)  If no, why?  Our Scientific Authority for flora consider that the IUCN is designed for exporting range states and is not tailored for use by importing states and EU requirements.  
c)  If yes, how?  Our Scientific Authority for flora refer to and use the concepts of the checklist in training and carrying out projects with range states. Our Scientific Authority for fauna will be considering whether the IUCN guidelines will be able to assist in making non-detriment findings on exports.
d)  If yes, have you identified any problems, challenges or difficulties in using the IUCN checklist?  Please explain.  In addition to it not being tailored for use by importing states and EU requirements, we are considering how applicable the guidelines are to the European Eel, and whether it will be able to assist in making non-detriment findings on exports.
e)  Has your country applied other general methodologies or procedures (checklists, guidelines etc) to formulate non-detriment findings?  Please briefly describe the methodology and indicate the main elements or factors that are considered.
Our Scientific Authority for fauna follow the more general guidelines adopted by the EC CITES Scientific Review Group (http://ec.europa.eu/environment/cites/pdf/srg/guidelines.pdf ).  The factors they take into account during the process of non-detriment findings are:
Species characteristics

· Life history characteristics

· Distribution

· Habitat adaptability

· Migratory/shared

· Risk of mortality after capture and before export (for species where trade is primarily in live specimens)

Biological status

· Abundance

· Present distribution

· Trend

· Quality of data

Harvest characteristics

· Types 

· Volumes

· Segment of population 

· Trends

· Data quality
Management Regime

· Land types

· Tenure

· Effectiveness

· % harvested vs. effectively protected

Conservation benefits

· Species/habitat

· Other conservation benefits

· Local benefits

· Other benefits

Monitoring programmes

· Population

· Off take (including market make-up and demand)

· Feedback

Current or expected anticipated trade levels (imports of Annex B species only)

· Past trade history

· Existence of any voluntary export quotas set by exporting countries

· Predicted or perceived demand in the European Community
· Level of demand for replacement specimens of those species with a poor survival rate in captivity

